


ra 
all 





Lace pea@ed td8d IEIMICT AD RIGID DIDIER CIE POV PVNO AP? OLD? 
RAMEN VANEAU AUAVAN ALAN VN AAA IA 





THE 
INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 











NuMBER X. 





Chursdap, February | I. 1753. 





EEE 








Remarks on a Petition, preferred to the Corporation in the Year 1748 ; 
lately revived, and now under Confultation. 


Accipe nunc Danaum injfidias. VIRG. 


bewitching Charm in Self-Intereft, that the Mind, intoxicated by this delufive 

SyRkEN, is generally impervious to Truth and Reafon. It cannot ftrip the Cafe 
under its Confideration of that fallacious Circumftance, which is the fole Caufe of its 
erroneous Judgment. A Man’s perfonal Advantage gives fo ftrange a Biafs to his Reafon, 
that he perceives not his own Injuftice, where he would condemn the like Aétion in 
another, with high Diidain. 


1 eewihin plain and eafy are the Notions of Right and Wrong, there is fuch a 


Rurus was an able Cafuift, and univerfally celebrated for the Righteoufnefs of his 
Decifions, in all Controverfies relating to meum & tuum: He was a great Proficient in the 
civil Law, and of Probity unfpotted: For Solidity of Judgment, and the Skill of nicely 
ballancing the feveral Degrees of Evidence and Probability, on both Sides, and giving to 
each their due Weight, he had noCompetitor: His independent Fortune, derived from the 
ample Provifion of his Anceftors, enabled him to rival, by his fage Advice, the moft 
eminent Council, without claiming the Title, or expecting the Fees of a Lawyer. Hence, 
as may well be fuppofed, he was frequently folicited for his Opinions; which he gave with 
equal Difintereftednefs and Alacrity. Nor dol remember an Inftance of any Perfon’s 
appealing from his Sentence. But it happened on a Time, a Time by Rurus ever 
remembred with Regret! that himfelf had a Difpute with Auretius, in which he fell 
into a Miftake, without being able to difcover it. AURELIus fatisfied of the Integrity of 
his Antagonift, notwithitanding the Error of his Judgment, left him, with a Scheme in 
his Head, which he foon after executed. He fent Rurus the State of a Cafe, fimilar to 
his own, between fictitious Perions, on which he prayed his Opinion. Rurus decided it 


without Hefitation ; and by the Decifion, gave a Verdict for AURELIUs againft himfelf, 
inthe firft Controverfy. 


THar beautiful allegorical Fable, delivered in holy Writ, by which the Prophet 
NATHAN convinced the Hebrew Monarch of his Guilt towards Urn1An, is a Confirmation 
of my Doétrine. Davin, with all his Royal Virtues, could commit Murder and Adultery, 


without Contrition ; but pronounced Judgment with Juftice, againft the Tranfgreflor, 
who took away the poor Man’s Lamb by Violence. 


Ever fince acertain Petition, preferred to the Corporation by Perfons who would roar 
aloud againft others, for what they are vindicating in themfelves, hath awaken’d the 
Attention of the ‘own, I have had a ftrong Inclination, to make it the Subject of a 
Refleftor; but as I could not before, procure fuch ample Materials, as I was laft Week 
furnifhed with, in the following Letter, I fhall now lay my Thoughts before the Reader, 
without farther Preface. 
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To the Independent REFLECTOR. 
SIR, 

‘ HE Matters contained in a certain Petition, preferred to the Common-Council of 

the City of New-York, in the Year 1748, together with the Proceedings from 
‘ time to time had thereupon, and the aftonifhing Propofitions made by the Petitioners, to 
« a Committee of the Common-Council, are now become a common Coffee-Houtle Topic, 
‘ and the Subject of almoft everyConverfation: But equally extenfive with their Notoriety, 
‘ are theContempt and Indignation wherewith they are heard and uttered, by all Ranks and 
‘ Conditions of Men, difinterefted in the Project : Nor need we wonder at this univerfal 
* Deteftation and Abhorrence, as they contain a manifeft Infult on the whole Common- 
«Council, by fuppofing them, either the moft abandoned of Knaves, or the grofleft of 
‘Fools. But the true State of thofe Facts not being generally known ; nor the laudable 
‘ Praétice of former Corporations, in Matters of the like Nature, within the Sphere of 
* every Man’s Enquiry ; I fhall beg Leave, in the moft fuccinét Manner, to convey them 
‘to the Public, thro’ the Channel of your Paper, wholly fubmitting my Obfervations to 
* your judicious Improvements, Additions or Retrenchments. I fhall render it evident, 
¢ that in Confequence of the Petitioners Propofals, the Value of what they humbly afk 
‘ of the Common-Council, will, at the Expiration of Twenty Years, fuch is their Modefty! 
¢ amount to not much lefs than Six Thoufand Pounds. ‘The Faéts are as follow. 


‘On the Twenty-cighth of June, 1748, a Petition was preferred by * five Perfons, 
‘ praying, a Grant of the Land from High to Lew Water Mark; and alfo, the Soil under the 
* Water, the whole Breadth of their Lands, (as they were pleafed to term them) to extend 
¢ from Low-Water Mark into the Eaft River, two hundred Feet. Upon reading this Petition, 
* it was, Ordered, That the Members of the Common-Council, or the major Part of them, be a 
© Committee, ta enquire and examine into the fubjeé? Matter of the Petition; and that they go to, 
‘ aud view the Lands claimed by the Petitioners, and make Report to the Commen-Council, with 
* all convenient Speed. 

* THAT any Obedience was paid to this Order, doth not appear: But the next Notice 
‘ taken of the Petition, was on the Seventh of Afarch 1750, when it was revived, read, 
‘and Ordered, That five Gentlemen of the Common-Council, or the major Part of them, be a 
‘ Committee to examine into the Allegations of the fard Petition, and take to their Affiftance one 
* of the Surveyors of this City, and run out the Lots of the Petitioners, hear their Prepofals, 
‘and make Report thereof to this Board. *Tis here to be remarked, that one of this 
‘ Committee was a Son of one, and Brother-in-Law to another, of the Petitioners, and 
* that another of the Committee claim’d an Intereft in the Lands, to which the Water-Lots 
* are contiguous, in Right of his Wife, who was a Daughter of another of the Petitioners ; 
‘ Which I humbly conceive, was a Proceedure ,not a little beneath the Dignity of the 
‘ Corporation, and liable to Animadverfions greatly injurious to their Sagacity and Honour: 
‘ For how the Common-Council could, confiftent with their Duty, refer a Matter of fo 
* great Importance, to Perfons concerned in Intereft, or related to thofe who were; or 
* how the latter could have the Modeft}¥, to accept a Commiffion in an Affair wherein 
* thernfelves were Parties, I muft fubmit to their own Senfe of Honour, and the impartial 
* Verdict of the World ; but as an Apology in their Favour, it muft fairly be confeffed, 
‘ they did not proceed in the Affair: So that on the fixth of March 1752, upon another 
* Reading of the Petition, it was Ordered, That aNumber of Gentlemen of the Corporation, 
‘ whofe Names I fhall omit, two of whom were, however, nearly related to the Petitioners, 


* or the major Part of them, be a Committee to receive Propofals from the Proprietors of the 
* Water Lats,\| and other's Lots, from James Defbrofle’s, to Hughfon’s-Point, upon what 


Quit 


© Here my Correlpondent inlerts the Petitioners Names, which I pray his Pardon for omitting, to 
awed giving Offence. 
J again omit the Names of the Petitioners mentioned in this Order, which probably by Inaccuracy of 
the Clerk, uppofes the Petitioners to be Proprietors of the very Seil under Water prayed for in the 


Petition. 
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© Quit they foall pay for the fame per Foot per Annum; and that they day cut the jad Water 
‘Lots; and take to their Affiflance one of the fworn. Surveyors of tlis City; and 
‘ make Report thereof to this Board with all convenient Speed. In Confequence of this 
‘ Order, the Committee had a Meeting with fome of the Petitioners ; at which thie latter 
‘ propofed, to accept of a Grant agreable te the Prayer of their Petition, hut ta have it grat: 
¢ (Pofterity will difbelieve the Infult) for teventy Years, and at the Expiration of that Term, 
‘ they would moft generoufly vouchjafe to pay (invaluable Confideration |) the full Sim of 
‘© Nine Pence a Foot, per Annum, thereafter. If it be for Want of knowing their Duty, 
* that the Corporation do fo much as hearken to fuch infolent Offers, (and furely that is 
‘the moft favourable Conftruction we can put upon their Conduét) I] fhall beg Leave 
*to lay before them a few Precedents of former Corporations, in fimilar Cafes, theit 
‘ Imitation of which, I conceive, would greatly redound to their Honour. 


feo 


‘Tue Corporation in the Year 16g0 odd, appointed a Committee of fome of their 
« Members, to expofe at public Auction or Vendue, all the Water Lots, from one Mr. 
«Sacket’s, now Mr. Dessprosse’s, to the Water Lots of the late Mr. Wintiam 
« SHarpas, now Mr. Joun Bocervt’s, jun. and others; having previous to this Sale at 
*Vendue, given Mr. SHarpas four Lots, in Return for his uncommon Vigilance, and 
“unblemifhed Integrity, in the Execution of his Office; which, to his Honour be it 
* fpoken, he invariably retain’d to his dying Day. Some Time after this, the Corporation 
¢ fold their Water-Lots for confiderable Sums of Money, to Mr. Extison, (now Mr. 
©Crommetin’s) Mr. Gitpert Livincsron, (now Rosert Livineston’s, Efg;) 
¢ Mr. Joun Cannon, and Col. BEEKMAN. Nor cana fingle Inftance be affigned, that 
¢ our former Corporations have not made the moft of their Water-Lots in the Eaft River, 
‘from High to Low Water Mark. ‘The following Inftance, is a recent Proof of the 
‘ Contrary, confiftent with the Knowledge of every one in the leaft acquainted with 
* Corporation Affairs. The Seven Lots to the Weftward of the Weigh-Houfe, I mean 
‘where Mefirs. Watton and CLARKsoN now live, were fold at public Vendue, as 
‘ alfo thofe atthe Rear of them, lately poffefled by Col. Moore, &c. all which were 
* Lots between High and Low-Water Mark: The two hundred Feet below Low-Water 
* Mark, were fome Years after, purchafed by Col. Moore, and others : For all of which 
‘the Purchafers immediately paid Eighteen Pence a Foot. ‘Thefe Gentlemen, it feems, 
‘ were no Adepts in the Art of cajoling Corporations out of their Lands, without a 
* Confideration : Nor did they expeét or defire to poflefs them Twenty Years for Nothing, 
* and then to pay only an annual Quit-Rent of Nine Pence,a Foot: Nay, they were fo 
‘totally ignorant of the modern Refinement of claiming without Title, and buying 
* without paying, as chearfully to become the higheft Bidders at Vendue, and aétually 
*to pay for their feven Lots, near Fourteen Hundred Pounds, befides and exclufive of 
* Eighteen Pence a Foot, for their Extent of Two Hundred Feet into the River. 


‘ Burr the Petitioners in Queftion do not even propofe to give any Confideration at all 
‘ for the Lots from High to Low-~Water Mark ; the Nine pence a Foot being only for the 
* Two hundred F ect below Low-Water Mark ; nor that, till teventy Years hence; whereas 
* none who have purchafed from Low-Water Mark, into the Eaft River, pay lefs than 
* Eighteen Pence, and fome even One Shilling and Nine Pence, a Foot, to wit, from 
‘ Crucer’s to Cosnrie’s Corner. 


‘It now follows, according to the Method I propofed, to prove, that thefe modeft 
* Petitioners, in Confequence of their Propofals, afk near Six Thoufand Pounds. In 
‘ order to evince this, it will faffice to obferve, that the Lots from High to Low-Water 
* Mark, will fell at public Vendue, at leaft for Ome Thoujand Pounds, ready Money, tho’ 


* many are of Opinion, for fome Hundreds more, and probably with the Refervation of 
‘an 
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an annual Rent : But fuppofe only the former; the Intereft of that Suro fer Topeny 
Years, from the firft of May next, with Compound Intereft, will amount to very near 
‘ Four Thoufand Pounds. Now this, the Petitioners, according to their Propofals, would 
‘ have for Nothing, together with a Fee-fimple in the Ground from High to Low-Water 
‘© Mark. Hence itappears, that fhould they be gratified intheir moft unjuit and unreafonable 
‘ Requeft, that whole Sum of Four Thaujand Pounds, would be foolifhly fquandered, to 
‘ the Prejudice of the City. For the fecond Proof, to illuitrate the Lofs above-mentioned, 
it is highty rational, to fuppofe, that the Corporation may fell Six Hundred Feet in 
‘ Breadth, along the EaftRiver, and extending into it from Low-W ater + Mark Two bundred 
‘ Feet, which at Twenty five Feet in Breadth, will make Twenty four Lots : Thefe Lots 
‘ being granted to the feveral Purchafers of the Ground between High and Low-Water 
‘ Mek. at Eighteen Pence a Foot ; and on Suppofition, that the annual Rent fhould not 
take Place till the Year 1763, which will be ten Years after the Grants; then the 
‘ fucceeding ten Years will annually bring into the Corporation-Treafury, Forty-five 
Pounds a Year; Which, together with the Compound Intereft thereon, added to the 
above-mentioned Four Theufand Pounds, will fall little fhort of S:x Theufand Pounds, 
* But the prefent Petitioners, after the Expiration of twenty Years, propofe to pay only 


a 


. 


© Nine pence a Foot; whereas vaft Numbers of the Inhabitants of this City, are ready 
‘and willing to pay Eighteen pence a Foot, per Annum, from the Date of their Deeds, 
for ever. 


. 


* Anp now, what Reafon can be affigned by the moft Sanguine of the Petitioners, or 
any of their Friends (if any they have, in fo exorbitant a Demand) why thefe Lots 
fhould not alfo be fold at Vendue, to the higheft Bidders : But I can urge a good 
Reafon for the Corporation's felling them at Vendue, ts wit, the large Sums they owe, 


. 


a 


a 


a 


neceflarily occafioned by building that fuperb + Structure at the Ferry, the Pier at 
* Ceentie’s Dock, the New Exchange, &-. I am, 
Your moft bumble Servant, 

Eeoracvs. 


Ir the Propofals to the Committee are truly reprefented in the preceeding Letter, vatt 
indeed, and unreafonable, would be the Donation folicited for by the Petitioners, as cvidently 
appears by the above Calculations ; but if, as ‘tis pretended by the Petitioners, they 
propofed to the Committec, to take leis than they prayed for by the Petition, the Gift, 
tis true, will be proportionally Jeis, but the Principles they act upon equally abfurd : 
Becaufe whatever be the Quantity they defire, it ought to be expofed to Sale at Vendue. 


My intelligent Correfpondent hath interfperfed fo many judicious Reflections, 
throughout his Narrative, that he hath ina Manner anticipated every Argument that 
can be urged, againft the Corporation's giving into a Scheme fo wild, fo romantic, and 
fo utterly injurious to their Conftituents, as is propofed by the Petitioners. For my Part, 
I cannot perfuade myielf, that a fingle Member of that worfhipful Body, will be fo 
infatuated, as to grant fuch an abfurd and irrational Requeft: A Requeft, if the Faéts 
in the preceeding Letter are true, wholly deftitute even of the Colour of Equity ; and 
an Inftance of Modefty, perhaps, unexampled in the Memory of Man! Are they not 
intrufted with the Rights of the Citizens, for the Benefit of thofe they reprefent? Are 
they not to confult the Advantage and Emolument of that Body politic, of which they 
are the Head? The Aldermen in particular, who are bound by folemn Oath, in exprefs 

Terms 





t / am ferry my Correjpe wdemt bas made Ue of the Word faperb, after the Ofiace it bath giwen, it 
-, Paper om the Detter Ext: inguithing of Fires: Bat as I heve wet been able hitherto, te & cover amy 
Horch im fe barwle(s an Exprefh Joon, ri affered it te Rand, and, after great Deliberation, determined 


one a peg lend my Aadwerlaries te their DiGimarie:, Sor the Signi teation of thet Term, wher 
appitd fo Dwi. dimes. 
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Terms to that Purpofe? And fhall they profufely lavith, in manifeft Violation of their 
Truft, the Property of the City, to enrich and gratify a few Individuals? efpecially when 
by fo doing, they may, perhaps, fubject their private Eftates to a Chancery Decree? I 
would fain know what Claim the Petitioners can pretend, that every Freeman of the City 
cannot pretend as well. Does Contiguity of Land infer a Right? If it doth, whence the 
Neceffity of Petitioning at all? But if, in Reality, they have no better Title than others, 


how aftonifhing, to defire that gratis, for which others are ready to pay Sums fo confiderable! 


J nave known Men precipitated by their Paffions, into the moft flagitious Aétions, 
and betray the Public for the Gratification of private Refentment, or private Affeéction : 
But that a Majority, of fo confpicuous a Body, as is the Corporation of this City, fhould 
join in fo iniquitous a Conceffion, is utterly incredible. Nor ought the Man, who gives 
his Voice in Favour of the Petition, be ever after intrufted with any Share of the 
Magiftracy. On the Contrary, let him be confidered as the Enemy of his Country, and 
branded with eternal Reproach. Hic Niger eft, hune tu Romane caveto. 


In a Word, inftead of being re-eleéted into a Station which he has fo notorioufly 
abufed, let him be look’d upon as incapable of any Office of Truft, and receive, for the 
Violation of his Duty, that ignominious Applaufe, which the Poet, perhaps unjuftly, 
afcribes to the Protector. See Cromwell damn'd te everlafling Fame. 


Tuere is one Thing, I muft embrace this Opportunity to mention, which has 
efcaped, as well the Remark of my Correfpondent, as the Notice of our Corporation :--- 
I am informed, that the Quit-Rents referved in their Deeds, are always in current Money 
of the Colony: Againft which, I have this Exception, that the Value of the Quits is 
not thereby fecured. 

Ir has always been obferved, that there is a perpetual Decreafe of the Value of Gold 
and Silver. Dr. Swirt, who has taken much Pains to elucidate this Point, infifts, that 
the Truth of it wll plainly appear, from the Courfe of the Roman Hiflory, above Two 
Thoufand Years before thofe inexhauflible Mines of Potofi were known. The Value of an 
Obolus, and of every other Coin, between the Time of Romulus, and that of Auguftus, 
gradually funk above five Parts in fix ; as appears by feveral Paffages out of the bef? Authors. 
I have been (continues the fame Gentleman,) at the Trouble of computing the different 
Values of Money, for about four Hundred Years paft. Henry Duke af Lancafter, whe 
lived about that Period, founded an Hopital in Liecefter, for a certain Number of old Men, 
charging his Lands witha Groat a Week, ta each, for their Maintenance ; which is to this 
Day duly paid them. In thofe Times, a Penny was equal to Ten pence half-penny, and fomewhat 
more than half a farthing, in ours; which makes about Eight Ninths Difference. The Dean 
adds, Several Colleges in Oxford, were aware of this growing Evil, about a Hundred Years 
aco; and inflead of limiting their Rents, to a certain Sum of Money, prevail’d with their 
Tenants, to pay the Price of fo many Barrels of Corn, to be valued as the Market went, at 
two Seafons (as T remember) in the Year. For a Barrel of Corn, .is of a real intrinfie Value ; 
which Gold and Silver are not. And by this Invention, thefe Colleges have preferved a tolerable 
Subfiftence, for their Fellows and Students, to this Day.. 

I know of no Reafon that can be urged, why the Value of our Paper-Money, fhould 
not depreciate, as well as the Coin of “Italy and Great Britain; but could, if it were 
neceflary, eafily prove it more liable to Fluctuation, than the Gold and Silver of either 
of thofe Countries.---I muft therefore, earneftly entreat our Corporation, for the future, 
to follow the Example of the Colleges above mentioned, by the Refervation of Rents, in 
fomething more ftable than either Silver or Gold, or efpecially the Currency of the 
Province ; left the Quit-Rent of Eighteen Pence a Foot, lofe its prefent Value, and fink 
down but to Two Pence; and thereby the large Income, expected to arife from that Fund, 
amount only to an inconfiderable Trifle ; to the Prejudice of our Pofterity, and the 
Difhonour of their Anceftors. Z.&9 A. 
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To the Independent REFLECTOR. 
STR, 


‘ ¢ YOVERNMENT is an Inftitution fo facred in its Nature, and arduous in ite 
, C; Adminiftration, that it is nof every Slip or Inadvertence of our Supesiors, that 
‘ fhould occafion an invidious Reprefentation, or a paffionate Arraighment of their 
‘ Conduét. For my Part, where I am convinced of the Integrity of the Magiftrate, I 
‘can make great Allowances for human Frailties, and inevitable Errors. An honeft 
‘ Heart, and an upright Intention, ought to attone for many political Blunders, and cover 
‘a Multitude of unintentional Peccadilloes. Thofe who are fet over us, are, however, 
‘advanced to that Eminence for our Benefit, and to be a Terror to Evil-Doers: We 
‘ have not invefted them with their Authority, to be infignificant Idlers, and to dear the 
‘ Sword in vain: No, they are advanced to fuperior Dignity, to move in an ampler 
‘ Sphere of public Utility, and to be unto us Miniffers for Good. When therefore, their 
‘ Negligence in the Difcharge of their Duty, and in the Removal of Grievances in 
‘ their Power to redrefs, is clearly pointed out, and they ftill remain fupine and inaétive; 
‘they ought not to blame a frank Remonftrance againft their mifchievous Indolence : 
© For in fuch a Situation of Affairs, the Sufferer has more than a bare Proverb, to intitle 
‘him to complain: ’Tis his legal and indubitable Right, to expoftulate the Matter with 
* becoming Animation and Freedom. 


“Tris, Sirg I take to be our Cale, in Relation to the Road; a Subje&t you have> 
‘ Jately handled with great Spirit, and to the general Satisfaction: For, befides the 
© Defetts of the Act, in furnifhing the Surveyor with an Opportunity to pick our Pockets, 
‘ or, as a Poet more emphatically exprefles it, 

To feed and thrive on public Miferies ; 

‘itis in the Power of the Corporation, to prevent fuch villainous Robbery, by appointing 
‘an Overfeer, at their very next Seffions, who is willing to give fufficient Security, 
*to account for all the Fines that come to his Hands, and not to abufe his high and 
* mighty Prerogative. Such Provifion may at leaft be made, till the Legiflature think 
* proper to remove the Objections, to which the A&t is at prefent liable : Nor can it be 
‘ effected at any other Seafon of the Year, than at the Seffions in February. And what 
* Reafon can there be afligned for leaving it at his Diicretion, to depredate our Fortunes, 
‘ when we may fo fpeedily be delivered from the Fears which juftly alarm us? Until 
‘ therefore, our Juftices guard us againft all Poffibility of fuch horrid Plunderings, by 
‘their falutary Interpofition; I fhall beg Leave, to think they fail in confulting the 
« public Welfare, and making a proper Ufe of the Authority wherewith they are intrufted. 


‘I cANNOoT conclude thefe Lines, without acquainting you, that I am informed, 
* our Surveyor has vented much Rage and Spittle, againft the Author of the Jndependent 
‘ Roflector, for endangering his great Diana. I am the more furprized at the Gentleman's 
‘ Wrath, as you have neither expofed a perfonal Fault, nor private Foible ; no, nor 
Seven charg’d him (which I aflure you I greatly wondered at) with any Mifmanagement 
‘in his: public Station. You have only difplay’d the Opportunity he has of being 2 
6 Rogue, whenever he pleafes, with fuch Advantages of puzzling the Detection of his 
« Iniquity; as renders it extremely improper to leave it at his Option. Hence I doubt 
‘ not, ‘his Noife and Vociferation will have much the fame Influence upon you, as hath 
«the Barking of a Dog upon the Moon; which was never known either to ftop her 


© Progrefs, or eclipfe her Luftre. Yours, &c. 
Z. Pusiicotus. 
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